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ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE ON THE ROAD PROJECT 
Statement 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]:  Last Friday, 13 October, I had the pleasure of 
representing Hon Jon Ford in Port Hedland and cutting the ribbon on the new four-wheel-drive truck that the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service will use for its RFDS on the Road project.  The project, which started in September 
2004, delivers primary health care services to towns and communities throughout the Pilbara. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  You’re lining up for Riebeling’s seat, are you? 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  This is in the Pilbara; it is not in the North West Coastal electorate.  Nonetheless, 
it was a great occasion.  This is a great service that takes health care, sometimes life saving, into some of the 
most remote places in the state, if not the world.  Hon Ken Baston will know how vast is the electorate that we 
cover in this state.  Some of the services that the RFDS mobile truck will take to some of the remote areas 
include specific, relevant first-aid training - for example, management of snake bites, injections and so on - and 
basic life support training for adults.  In case they are stuck in a remote area and are not able to reach a medical 
service, they will know the basic ways of trying to save a life.  The services also include injury prevention 
education, cardiac risk assessments and also, importantly, men’s health programs, so that people can learn more 
about men’s health, which is very important.  This mobile health service will help redress an imbalance by 
providing a whole range of services, including health screening, medical treatment, first-aid training and health 
education, as I mentioned earlier. 

As country members will know, in the past these medical services have used troop carriers, which really were 
not suited to what they were intended to do.  The new truck, which is a Mitsubishi Canter dual-cab four-wheel-
drive vehicle, will enable the RFDS to take the RFDS on the Road project to even more remote hard-to-reach 
places.  Hon Ken Baston will know what some of the Pilbara roads are like; they are very inaccessible.  This 
vehicle will make servicing those areas a lot easier.  It is a real credit to the team that for so many years it has put 
up with what was really a second-rate vehicle.  Now that has all changed. 

The state government’s contribution to the RFDS on the Road project is $540 000 over three years through the 
Pilbara fund.  That fund has worked very well.  I will give members a bit of background on the Pilbara fund.  
Some members may know about it.  However, the fund, which consists of $20 million, has been an extremely 
successful state government initiative that is administered by the Pilbara Development Commission.  The Pilbara 
fund was established in July 2004 to accelerate investment in the community and in government infrastructure 
throughout the Pilbara, particularly in the areas of health, education, recreation and culture.  It is a fantastic fund 
that has worked well.  The Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia mobile truck has highlighted the importance 
of public-private partnerships in making sure that these initiatives eventuate.  I commend the principal project 
partner, BHP Billiton Iron Ore Pty Ltd, for the support it has given to the project.  In particular, I thank the 
regional manager of public and community affairs, Richard O’Connell, for the time and effort he has taken to 
ensure that the project has come to fruition.  I congratulate BHP Billiton.  It is great to see the private sector 
working well with government agencies.  If anyone gets the opportunity to see this vehicle and the way it has 
been purpose built - 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Where is it housed? 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  In Port Hedland.  It services a vast area of the Pilbara.  It would be great to have a 
few more of these vehicles operating throughout the state because they can go to locations where other vehicles 
cannot go.  It is a very important tool to redress the imbalance.  People in Perth take for granted the services that 
are provided in Perth.  This initiative is one way of redressing the imbalance, and I hope to get a few more 
vehicles. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Would you be able to get that driven from Port Hedland to Broome by Saturday? 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  I will be there this Saturday to be part of the Clean up the Kimberley Weekend.  If 
members have a spare couple of hours, I would welcome them joining us to clean up the Kimberley. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon VINCENT CATANIA:  We can start at Ken’s office.  Perhaps he can invite us around for a few drinks!  It 
is important to get a few more of these types of vehicles because they are an integral part of living in remote 
Western Australia.  It is great to see a successful partnership between the private sector and the government. 
 


